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Re: REJECTION OF ADMl!'iiSTR-\ TIVE COMPLAI!\T 

-·-
This is in response m your June 4. 200-l. administ rati\e complaint tiled with the 

US Commi$sion on Ci,·il H..ights (CSCCR). The LSCCR referred your complaint to the 
L~.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Otlice of Civil Rights (Q(R) in June 
2004. Your complaint alleges thm EPA Region ) and the Michigan Department of 
Etl\'ironmemal Quality (\'IDEQJ committed discriminatory acts based on income level~ 
and education. Although the complaint does not claim a vi<.>lation of any specific fa,L. \Ve 
construe it as alleging violations EPA's nondiscrimination regulations t~1tmd at 40 C FR. 
Parts 5 and 7. 

OCR is responsible fix processing and investigating complaints of discrimination 
tiled a,gai nst programs or a(.1i\·it ie~ that receive tlnancial assistance ti·om EP ·\. Pursuant 
to EPA's nondiscr imination regulations. OCR conduL"ts a preliminary re\ ie\v L)f 

complaints tor accept<mce, rejection. or referral. -J.O C r R. § 7 120(d)( 1 ). To be accepted 
fo r inn~st igation, a complaint must mee1 the jurisdictional requirements described in 
EPA's Pan 7 regulations. 40 C f.R. § 7 120. Fir.st. ir must be in iH iling Second. it must 
de$cribc an alleged discriminator-y act that. if trut:. would violate EPA's 
nondiscrimination regulations U.t' .. an alleged discriminatOr\' act based on race. color. 
national origin. se~. or disabil ity) Third. it must be tiled v•ithin 180 days of the alleged 
discrimmatory acl. Finally. ht>causc EPA nondiscrimination regulations apply to 
applicants for or recipients of U, A tinancial assistance. the complaint must be filed 
against an applicant or recipient that allegedly committed the:: discriminwory acr. -10 
CF.R §7.1:' 

After revic\\ing your complaint. OCR has concluded that it cannot accept your 
complaint for in' estigation since it does not meet the jurisdictional requirements 
described in EPA':; nondiscrimination rt:gulations Speci!icall\- the regulations do not 
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prohibit discrimination based on income or education AdditionallY. the regulations onl~ 
appl~ to applicants for and recipients ofF.PA financial assistance. not FPA itself 
Therefore, a Par1 5 or 7 complaint cannot be tiled against EPA's Region) Oftice Since 
your al!egations do not describe a discriminator:v act based on race. color. national origin, 
sex. or disability in accordance \Vith EPA· s nondiscrimination regulations. OCR must 
reject your complaint 

If you have any questions. please contact Anthony -:'\apoli ufOCR·s E-.:ternal 
Compliance Program via Federal Relay on 1-800-877-8339 and reach him on 202-23 3-
0651 TTY. ,·ia electronic mail at 0a_g_oli.Anth9nyj£.£Pr\._gpy, or by mail to the US. EPA, 
Office ofCi\ il Rights (:\'!ail Code I ::!0 I A). 1200 Pennsylvania A\·enue. 1\ \\'. 
Washington. D.C 20460-1000 

cc: Ste\·en Chester. Director 
Executive Division 

Sincerely, 

... 
Karen D_ Higginbotham 
Director 

\lichigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Lansing. \-lichigan 48909-7973 

Stephen G. Pressman, Associate General Counsel 
Civil Rights La\\ Otlice (\-.. IC 2399A) 

Alan Walts. Title \'1 Coordinator 
EPA Region 5 

Terri A Dickerson. Assistant StaiT Director of Civil Rights Evaluation 
L'nited States Commission on Ci,·il Rights 
624 :-.;inth Street_:'\\\' 
Washmgton. D.C 20-C:'i 




